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remarkable for thorougbness and precision, it is 
at least a fairly accurate account of the living 
species of. elephant and some of their extinct re­
latives, written in a popular and easy s'-yle and 
tolerably well illustrated. 
. The elephant is so remarkable an animal as to 
afford abundant material for a book of this sort, 
and the writer has brought together a grsat deal 
which has existed in a scattered form and will be 
practically new to most of his readers. The most 
praiseworthy feature of the narrative is the full 
account of the use of the elephant in classical 
times and in the wars of Oriental nations. By 
giving precision to his citations through the me­
dium of references to their source, the book would 
have acquired a more permanent value, and its 
usefulness to the casual reader would have been 
undiminished. As it is, there is a long but ex­
tremely imperfect and fragmentary collection of 
references; not even by courtesy to be called a 
bibliography, but which might assist a good 
guesser to prepare a bibliography. The author, 
in his preface, disclaims any scientific character 
for his work, but he cannot, if he would, divest 
himself of scientific responsibility for accuracy 
of statement. On the whole there is no great rea­
son to complain. The reference to elephant sculp-
tui-es at Palenque should have been omitted, as 
it is now, definitively decided that there are none, 
and the figures representing them were due to 
a misconception of the draughtsman. It should 
also have been stated that the so-called " elephant 
pipes," whether genuine or not, have been the 
subject of much doubt and controversy. On page 
263 we read that a party of elephants proceeded 
at the rate of " one or two yards an hour," which 
from the context is evidently an error. In spite 
of these and other points to which criticism 
might be devoted vrith success, if not with profit, 
the book contains much that will amuse and in-
tei est most readers and will not lead them greatly 
astray. 

We have devoted a more serious criticism to 
this work than perhaps its character justifies, 
for the reason that until very recently the place 
in literature which Mr. Holder seems to have in 
view has been almost vacant. Ernest IngersoU 
and one or two others have shown that graceful 
and attractive prose on subjects supposed to be 
familiar only to students and specialists may be 
sure of an appreciative audience, none the less be­
cause iti Is scientifically accurate. Every addi­
tional writer in this field wUl for a long time 
have golden opportunities, and eventually be of 
service t j science and literature in the exact pro­
portion in which he is faithful to both. We have 
thought that Mr. Holder showed signs of pro­
mise in this direction, in spite of some extrava­
gances, and have felt that it was time he ad­
dressed himself more seriously to his work. The 
' Ivory King'shows a; certain step in advance. 
We hope that the author's next contribution to 
literature may be even more worthy of his abili­
ties. 

Ben Jonson. By John Addirigtou Symonds. 
[English Worthies.] D. Appleton & Co. 1886. 

MR. SYMONDS refers in a foot-note in this volume 
to his larger work on ' Shakspere's Predecessor,' 
and says he has drawn largely upon it, and "fre­
quently borrowed from it textually in the com­
position of this sketch." He has, in other words, 
preferred to repeat rather than to revrrite some 
portions of what he thinks of Jonsnn. The frank 
avowal of this method of composition forestalls 
objection. Certainly if a man has once criticised 
and placed an author, he need not be forced to 
paraphrase the estimate; there would be no use 
for such labor. The book, however, necessarily' 
lacks freshness. The ' Life' of Ben Jonson, as 
•Mr.'Bymonds conceived it, is mainly a criticism 

of his works; the only new item incorporated 
into the narrative is the indictment, published 
some months ago in the AthencBum, which shows 
that Jonson pleaded his clergy to escape the gal­
lows, and was branded upon the thumb according 
to the law; but the details.of this duel, or assault, 
or whatever it was for which he was put in such 
grave peril, are still obscure. The remainder of 
his life receives no new light, and in lieu of nar­
rative we are treated to much criticism of a rath­
er formal kind. Mr. Symonds is perhaps too ac­
customed to the liberty that a writer of unlimit­
ed large octavos enjoys, to move easily within 
the narrow scope of a short monograph; and, be­
sides that, is too much Imbued with the historic 
taste, too much interested in general social move­
ments and in'types of art, to write a vivid per­
sonal sketch for its own sake. He does no t^ow-
ever, contribute anything specially novel, with 
all his elaborate analysis and ready rhetoric,even 
in the department of criticism of the general or^ 
der. The elements of Ben Jonson's art are very 
simple, and so is his character. Mr. Symonds 
dwells very strongly on the influence of his poet 
on the verse of the next generation in Herrick 
and others; and the clearness with which he 
brings this out is perhaps the most valuable part 
of his book. But this way of writing the lives of 
the worthies .by padding'the scanty record of 
their actual selves and doings by means of 
lengthy criticism of their works, has little to re­
commend it. • 

Familiar Talks on Some of Shakspeare's Com­
edies. By Elizabeth Woriheley Latimer. - Bos-

. ton: Roberts Bros. 1886.-
THESE essays are no more than they pretend to 
be—preliminary talks upon nine of Shakspere's 
plays to make the understanding of them easier 
for a Women's Reading Club. For this purpose 
they were written out, and they were delivered, 
the authoress tells us, " to a large and apprecia­
tive class of ladies." There are touches in them, 
we should say, which could hairdly fail to inte­
rest a more extended circle. Naturally the body 
of the matter is made up of description of the ac­
tion, with long quotations, and of some-criticism 
under the guiding star of Dowden, Mrs. Jame­
son, and other lights of the popular study of 
Shakspere; but there is, too, a vein of originality 
In the volume, a peraonal element, with judg­
ments, antipathies, and observations of a lively 
nature. We confess to a sensation of " pricking 
In the thumbs" on noticing in the preface with 
what au " irreverent hand " the authoress made 
ready to dismiss Virgil from among the six great 
poets, and did send Lucan, Horace, and Ovid 
packing without ado; and in the midst of the 
volume it was not without a shock that we learn­
ed that the story of " As You Like I t " was taken 
from " a pastoral romance by one Lodge," whUe 
the whole conduct of the essay upon the " Tam­
ing of the Shrew," which is to show that Katha-
rina was a saint bedevilled by '' the sly Bianca " 
and her other kindred, and Petruchio the prince 
of gentlemen, forced us to admit privately that 
the authoress was not free from the modem 
temptation to perversity in criticism. 

But the frank avowals of likes and dislikes dis­
armed us of the critical temper, and frequent 
feminine "asides" engaged our amiable inte­
rest. What a light it throws on Shakspere's 
awkward masculinity (fortunately natural in 
this place) to kmw that when Benedick is being 
gulled by the Prince, Oluudio, and Leonato, 
" these threemen set about their work so unskil­
fully that any woman hidden in the arbor would 
have known at once that, as children say, ' they 
were making it up as they went along.'" How 
delightful must this confidence have been, apro­
pos of Orsino's lax love-making—"Some of us 

must have known how hard it is to spur up one _ 
who hesitates and fears, to be an active lover"! 
and this bit of cold wisdom, with regard to Post-
hwmus'and Imogen—"There is a proneness to 
jealousy even in good men which does not exist 
in a good woman." The paper upon '.' The Mer­
chant of Venice " is, perhaps, the most variously 
original of all. There one is told that Dr. Bel-
lario probably taught Portia law, " a t least th& 
rudiments, which every woman who owns prop­
erty ought to understand''; and that Antonio's 
sadness was occasioned " in part by a sense of 
mercantile responsibility"—a phrase which 
seems to be. elucidated by the observation, "I t 
makes one almost as sad as Antonio to see how 
richmea are ' put upon' in this country; every 
one who has a hobby," etc., to the end of the 
woes of the modern millionaire. In analysis, or 
insight without analysis, what Teutonic eye even 
ever pierced deeper than this?—"I fancied I 
could detect Glermanisms, as if Shakspere had 
studied his Shylock from some German J e w " ; 
and what rempulder of the world after his or her 
own heart ever expressed a more surprising wish 
than is here made for Portia I—" As for that 
sweet lady, may her married life have been a 
happy one; but I wish she had married Antonio!" 
These are some of the curious trifles of a volume 
which may serve a useful end in its own ori­
ginally humble sphere. 
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