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Specimens of Persian Handwriting, Illustrated
with facsimiles from originals in the South
Kensington Museum. By E. H. Palmer, M. A.,
late Lord Almoner’s Professor of Arabic, Cam-
‘bridge, ete. To which are added illustrations
of the Nagart character. By Frederic Pincott,
M.R.A.S. London: W. H. Allen & Co. 1886,
Pp. vi, 52,

THE first part of this volume was prepared by

the unfortunate Orientalst who perished so mise-

rably in Egypt, and who is now commemorated

" . ir'St, Paul’s Cathedral. The remainder of it has

been executed, and the whole prefaced and edited,
by a rising scholar whose labors in connection
with Hindi and Sanskrit there has more than
once been occasion to commend in the columns
of this journal, Its directions for writing the
Persian and Néagari characters are as detailed
and explicit as could be desired ; and it cannot

, but prove eminently serviceable to all whose use

of it is demanded by their vocation. Previously
tq, the reform of the Indian civil service, intro-
duced just after the abolition of the East India
Company, it had, for some two generations, been
a rare thing to find Indian magistrates or judges
that had not \forgotten the knowledge they ac-
quired at Haileybury of reading and writing the
languages of the Hindus and Mohammedans,
whose interests depended so largely on the pos-
session, by those who administered the law to
them, of capacities which they had been too in-
dolent or too unscrupulous’ to maintain, All this
is mow, under the improved order of things, es-
sentially altered. It is mainly for the benefit of
candidates for the Indian civil and military ser-
vices, to whom may be added missionaries em-
ployed in the northern half of Rindustan, that
the work of Prof. Palmer and Mr. Pincott is de-
signed ;- and better guidance thap that which they
furnish could not easily be devised.

The Story of Germany. ,{The Story of the Na-
tions.] By Sabine Baring-Gould, M.A., with
the collaboration of Arthur Gilman, M.A.
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1886.

It is no easy task to write a consecutive history-
of a country whose annals are so devoid of unity

as Germany, and we will not say that all the dif-
ficulties of the task have been overcome in the
volume before us. But certainly it .would be
hard to find a more entertaining book, and oné
better calculated to give the young reader an in-
terest in history. The picturesque and personal
elements in the narrative are just what young
readers want ; and—to take illustrations at ran-

‘dom-—the personality of Prince Eugene (p. 268)

and the circumstances of the seizure of Strass-
burg (p. 261) will, we warrant, never be forgot-
ten by them, We think the author has erred in

,making his chapters too short ; and, as we have
‘already intimated, he -has not always made the

;thread of conunection sufficiently plain. The War

‘of the Spanish Succession is introduced (p. 270) .

'by a mention of the death of Charles IL, but we
‘are not told who this monarch was and on what
‘ground the several claims were preferred. Nei-
‘ther is it correct to say that Joseph Ferdinand

‘advanced a claim, he being already dead. The

Hohenzollern genealogy (p. 265) will, we think,
‘be found rather confusing by young persons.,

'_"The illustrations deserve all praise, being, al-
‘most without exception, the representation of

real objects, often the facsimiles of old pictures,
‘all well calculated to convey useful information,
and, what is better, to impress the historical im-
.agination. There are a number of excellent por-
traits>—Frederick ITL, from his tomb ; John Fre-
iderick of Saxony, by Cranach; Joseph L; en-
‘veloped in wig and eloak ; a sketch of peasants
by Diirer and of patricians by Amman ; seve-
-ral views by Beham ; the house of Henry 1IL at
‘Goslar ; that of Barbarossa at Kaiserswerth. It
‘'would take too long to enumerate all the pic-
;tures of genuine historical value, .

‘A Handbook of English History, based on the
¢ lectures of the late M..J. Guest, and brought
i down to the year 1880. With a supplementary

. chapter upon English literature in the nine-

. teenth century. By Francis H: Underwood.
i Boston: Lee & Shepard.. 1886, 8vo, pp. 614.

fA FEW years ago (see Nation, September ¢, 1879)
iwe commended Mr. Guest’s ‘ Lectures on the
History of England’ for its interest and sugges-

tiveness. It appeared to us unusually well
adapted to the use of young people just becoming
acquainted with English higstory. A reéxamina~
tion of the book, as edited by Mr. Underwood,
confirms us in this- judgment. We know of no
better sketch of its size.” Tt iz, as we said in our
former notice, somewhat disproportioned, giving
relatively too little space to modern history.
Another defect, that it ended with the reign of
George III., has been remedied by the editor,
who has brought the narrative down to the pre-
sent time, and has also added a map of the Saxon
kingdoms in the tenth cemtury, borrowed from
Freeman, The work of the editor appears to
_have been done with- good judgment. The re-
dundancies and repetitions of an oral style have
been pruned away, and expressions that were
only suited to English readers bave been altered
to some neutral fort. Generally the changes
are an improvement, but in a few cases not. The
‘added chapters, embracing the reigns of George
IV., William IV,, and Victoria, are too brief
and compendious—perhaps necessarily brief, but
certainly abounding to excess in names- and
"dates. 'We will only say further that the merits
of the book—as iz natural in a course of popular
‘lectures—are rather in picturesque narration,
and that constitutional history (as in the contest
“of the seventeenth century) is perhaps necessarily
‘meagre, .
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A NEW NOVEL BY THE AU-
THOR OF ‘OBLIVION.

Leisure Season Senes

) NO. 3.
MESss, HENRY HovLt & Co. publish

PRINCESS,

By M. G. MCCLELLAND, author of ‘Oblivion.’
16mo, Leisure Hour Series, cloth, $1,.00. Lei-
sure Season Series, flexible cloth, 50 cents,

Previous Issues in the LEISURE SEASON
SERIES, flexible cloth, in a new style,

50 cents each :

No.1. OBLIVION. By M. G. Mc-~

CLELLAND, .

No. 2. HANNIBAL OF - NEW
York. By TrOMAS WHARTON, author of
¢ A Latter-Day Saint.’

Henry Holt & Co.,

29 W. 23d St., New York,
YES Fitted with groper Glasses. Field,
1

Marine, and Opera ‘(Hasses, Telescopes, Micro
-8copes, Acoustic Cane for Deafness, Ear Cornets, ete.
. WALDSTEIN, Opticlan, 41 Union Square, New York.
Catalogues by encloslng stamp. Established 1840‘
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<Gloria Victis!’

A ROMANCE BY
OSSIP SCHUBIN,

Author of ' Our Gwn Set.’
‘“ Alag! poor human nature.”—Chesterfield.

In one volume. Price, naper, 50 cents; cloth, 90 cents.
+ Sentby mail on receipt of price.

WII LIAM S. GOTTSBERGER,

PUBLISHER,
11 Murray Street, New York.

Book Stationery, and Wall Pa])er
Business for Sale. -

. Stock reduced to $11,000, Stand 26 years old H pays over
17 per cent, above investment.- Small wholesale trade
connected. College town of 9,000, and 2,500 College and
High-School students:; good established trade; reason,
other business interest. Investigate ; good chance.
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set of the Nation, 43.vols. uubound, clean, peifect.

Price, $100. No devlation, . CLARK, 34 Park
Row, N ew York City.

" EPILEPSY.

‘An account of the only true and rational mode of treat-
ment Pamphlet editlon, 10 cents.
R, WILLIAMS, Lyme, Conn.

ASH & PIERCE, o NASSAU ST.,
N. Y. Booksellers, Local History, Genealo
First American Editions, Old and Scarce Books in all
partments. Catalogues sent on appllcat;lon. .
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+ Pres’t and Art Director

JOHN DUFAIS
Secretary

PRINGLE MITCHELL
Vice-Pres’t and Manager

JOHN CHENEY PLATT
Treasurer

Unmounted Photographs

OF ANCIENT AND MODERN WORKS OF ART,

Enbracing reproductions of famous original paintings, -
sculpture, architecture, etc. Price, cabinet size, $1.60 per
dozen. Sendl0-cent sta.mp tor catalogue and supplement
of over 7,000 subjects.

SOULE PHOTOGRAPH €O., '

- Publighers, 338 Washington Street, Boston, Mass, .,
- Please mention the Nation. v

OME STUDY.”~Latin and Greek at
hi, use the “Interlinear Classics,” sample
lo&ue ree.,

DESILVER & S

No. (1v)1102Wa1nut5t Phila., Pa.

GERMAN SIMPLIFIED. Eminently prac-
tical. 12 Numbers, 10 cents each. Prospectus mall-
ed free, Prof. A, Knoflach, 140 Nassau St., New York.
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